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On Thursday January 26th MRMA toured the Marion Technical Institute (MTI) in Ocala, Fl.    Marion Technical Institute provides educational and career programs to meet the needs of high school students throughout Marion County. Practical career experience combined with classroom learning gives students an edge above employment competition in the following fields after graduation:
· Automotive Technology
· Building Sciences
· Business & Finance 
· Career Academy
· Co-Enrollment with Community Technical Adult Education (CTAE)
· Culinary Arts and Baking
· Law
· Information Technology
· Production and Design Technology

The focus for MTI has been on strengthening academics and combining classroom activities with careers through interdisciplinary projects. Teachers and students diligently work to increase the number of students leaving MTI with national certifications on their resumes. The school believes in giving students the opportunity to learn in the workplace – putting skills to work – and learning much more than what can be taught within four walls

We were treated to a fabulous lunch in the Culinary Bistro, prepared and served by the Culinary Arts and Bakery Academy.   An academy student sat at each table so we had the opportunity to listen to their perspective on why they joined MTI and how they plan on using their acquired skills toward their career.  The students were engaged and enthusiastic in their conversations and that carried over to our tour of the Production and Design Technology building.   We were shown many of the learning applications students are being exposed to along with several examples of projects started and completed by the students.  John Conway (Vocational Administrator), Pam Roberts (Principal) and Dale Toney (Production & Design Teacher) all thanked MRMA for our contributions and continued support for the program.   Below are some pictures of the event!


Submitted by Brian Ballard of Express Employment Professionals
Communication Chair – MRMA
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